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CHAPTER 1

CODE OF ORDINANCES

1.01 Title 1.08 Amendments

1.02 Definitions 1.09 Catchlines and Notes

1.03 City Powers 1.10 Altering Code

1.04 Indemnity 1.11 Severability

1.05 Personal Injuries 1.12 Warrants

1.06 Rules of Construction 1.13 General Standards for Action
1.07 Extension of Authority 1.14 Standard Penalty

1.01 TITLE. This code of ordinances shall be known and may be cited as the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Underwood, lowa.

1.02 DEFINITIONS. Where words and phrases used in this Code of Ordinances are
defined in the Code of Iowa, such definitions apply to their use in this Code of Ordinances unless
such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the Council or repugnant to
the context of the provision. Other words and phrases used herein have the following meanings,
unless specifically defined otherwise in another portion of this Code of Ordinances or unless
such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the Council or repugnant to
the context of the provision:

1. “Alley” means a public right-of-way, other than a street, affording secondary
means of access to abutting property.

2. “City” means the City of Underwood, lowa.

3. “Clerk” means the city clerk of Underwood, lowa.

4. “Code” means the specific chapter of this Code of Ordinances in which a

specific subject is covered and bears a descriptive title word (such as the Building Code
and/or a standard code adopted by reference).

5. “Code of Ordinances” means the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Underwood, Iowa.

6. “Council” means the city council of Underwood, lowa.

7. “County” means Pottawattamie County, [owa.

8. “May” confers a power.

9. “Measure” means an ordinance, amendment, resolution or motion.

10. “Must” states a requirement.

11. “Occupant” or “tenant,” applied to a building or land, includes any person who

occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, whether alone or with others.

12. “Ordinances” means the ordinances of the City of Underwood, Iowa, as
embodied in this Code of Ordinances, ordinances not repealed by the ordinance
adopting this Code of Ordinances, and those enacted hereafter.

13. “Person” means an individual, firm, partnership, domestic or foreign
corporation, company, association or joint stock association, trust or other legal entity,
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CHAPTER 1 CODE OF ORDINANCES

and includes a trustee, receiver, assignee, or similar representative thereof, but does not
include a governmental body.

14. “Public way” includes any street, alley, boulevard, parkway, highway,
sidewalk, or other public thoroughfare.

15. “Shall” imposes a duty.

16. “Sidewalk” means that surfaced portion of the street between the edge of the
traveled way, surfacing, or curb line and the adjacent property line, intended for the use
of pedestrians.

17. “State” means the State of lowa.

18. “Statutes” or “laws” means the latest edition of the Code of lowa, as amended.
19. “Street” or “highway” means the entire width between property lines of every

way or place of whatever nature when any part thereof is open to the use of the public,
as a matter of right, for purposes of vehicular traffic.

Words that are not defined in this Code of Ordinances or by the Code of lowa have their ordinary
meaning unless such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the Council,
or repugnant to the context of the provision.

1.03 CITY POWERS. The City may, except as expressly limited by the lowa Constitution,
and if not inconsistent with the laws of the lowa General Assembly, exercise any power and
perform any function it deems appropriate to protect and preserve the rights, privileges, and
property of the City and of its residents, and to preserve and improve the peace, safety, health,
welfare, comfort, and convenience of its residents, and each and every provision of this Code
of Ordinances shall be deemed to be in the exercise of the foregoing powers and the performance
of the foregoing functions.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.1)

1.04 INDEMNITY. The applicant for any permit or license under this Code of Ordinances,
by making such application, assumes and agrees to pay for any injury to or death of any person
or persons whomsoever, and any loss of or damage to property whatsoever, including all costs
and expenses incident thereto, however arising from or related to, directly, indirectly, or
remotely, the issuance of the permit or license, or the doing of anything thereunder, or the failure
of such applicant, or the agents, employees, or servants of such applicant, to abide by or comply
with any of the provisions of this Code of Ordinances or the terms and conditions of such permit
or license, and such applicant, by making such application, forever agrees to indemnify the City
and its officers, agents, and employees, and agrees to save them harmless from any and all
claims, demands, lawsuits, or liability whatsoever for any loss, damage, injury, or death,
including all costs and expenses incident thereto, by reason of the foregoing. The provisions of
this section shall be deemed to be a part of any permit or license issued under this Code of
Ordinances or any other ordinance of the City, whether expressly recited therein or not.

1.05 PERSONAL INJURIES. When action is brought against the City for personal injuries
alleged to have been caused by its negligence, the City may notify in writing any person by
whose negligence it claims the injury was caused. The notice shall state the pendency of the
action, the name of the plaintiff, the name and location of the court where the action is pending,
a brief statement of the alleged facts from which the cause arose, that the City believes that the
person notified is liable to it for any judgment rendered against the City, and asking the person
to appear and defend. A judgment obtained in the suit is conclusive in any action by the City
against any person so notified, as to the existence of the defect or other cause of the injury or
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CHAPTER 1 CODE OF ORDINANCES

damage, as to the liability of the City to the plaintiff in the first named action, and as to the
amount of the damage or injury. The City may maintain an action against the person notified
to recover the amount of the judgment together with all the expenses incurred by the City in the
suit.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.14)

1.06 RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. In the construction of this Code of Ordinances, the
rules of statutory construction as set forth in Chapter 4 of the Code of lowa shall be utilized to
ascertain the intent of the Council, with the understanding that the term “statute” as used therein
will be deemed to be synonymous with the term “ordinance” when applied to this Code of
Ordinances.

1.07 EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY. Whenever an officer or employee is required or
authorized to do an act by a provision of this Code of Ordinances, the provision shall be
construed as authorizing performance by a regular assistant, subordinate, or a duly authorized
designee of said officer or employee.

1.08 AMENDMENTS. All ordinances that amend, repeal, or in any manner affect this
Code of Ordinances shall include proper reference to chapter, section, subsection, or paragraph

to maintain an orderly codification of ordinances of the City.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.2)

1.09 CATCHLINES AND NOTES. The catchlines of the several sections of this Code of
Ordinances, titles, headings (chapter, section, and subsection), editor’s notes, cross references,
and State law references, unless set out in the body of the section itself, contained in this Code
of Ordinances, do not constitute any part of the law and are intended merely to indicate, explain,
supplement, or clarify the contents of a section.

1.10 ALTERING CODE. It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to change or amend,
by additions or deletions, any part or portion of this Code of Ordinances, or to insert or delete
pages, or portions thereof, or to alter or tamper with this Code of Ordinances in any manner that
will cause the law of the City to be misrepresented.

1.11  SEVERABILITY. If any section, provision, or part of this Code of Ordinances is
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication will not affect the validity of this Code
of Ordinances as a whole or any section, provision, or part thereof not adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional.

1.12 WARRANTS. If consent to enter upon or inspect any building, structure, or property
pursuant to a municipal ordinance is withheld by any person having the lawful right to exclude,
the City officer or employee having the duty to enter upon or conduct the inspection may apply
to the lowa District Court in and for the County, pursuant to Section 808.14 of the Code of lowa,
for an administrative search warrant. No owner, operator or occupant, or any other person
having charge, care, or control of any dwelling unit, rooming unit, structure, building, or
premises shall fail or neglect, after presentation of a search warrant, to permit entry therein by
the municipal officer or employee.

1.13 GENERAL STANDARDS FOR ACTION. Whenever this Code of Ordinances
grants any discretionary power to the Council or any commission, board, or officer or employee
of the City and does not specify standards to govern the exercise of the power, the power shall
be exercised in light of the following standard: The discretionary power to grant, deny, or
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CHAPTER 1 CODE OF ORDINANCES

revoke any matter shall be considered in light of the facts and circumstances then existing and
as may be reasonably foreseeable, and due consideration shall be given to the impact upon the
public health, safety and welfare, and the decision shall be that of a reasonably prudent person
under similar circumstances in the exercise of the police power.

1.14 STANDARD PENALTY. Unless another penalty is expressly provided by this Code
of Ordinances for violation of any particular provision, section, or chapter, any person failing
to perform a duty required by this Code of Ordinances or otherwise violating any provision of
this Code of Ordinances or any rule or regulation adopted herein by reference shall, upon
conviction, be subject to a fine of at least $105.00 but not to exceed $855.00. The court may
order imprisonment not to exceed 30 days in lieu of a fine or in addition to a fine."

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.3[2] and 903.1[1a])

[The next page is 9]

TEDITOR’S NOTE: For civil penalty for violations of this Code of Ordinances, see Chapter 3.
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CHAPTER 2

2.01 Title 2.04 Number and Term of Council
2.02 Form of Government 2.05 Term of Mayor
2.03 Powers and Duties of City Officers 2.06 Copies on File

2.01 TITLE. This chapter may be cited as the charter of the City of Underwood, Iowa. "

2.02 FORM OF GOVERNMENT. The form of government of the City is the Mayor-
Council form of government.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.4)

2.03 POWERS AND DUTIES OF CITY OFFICERS. The Council and Mayor and other
City officers have such powers and shall perform such duties as are authorized or required by
State law and by the ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations of the City.

2.04 NUMBER AND TERM OF COUNCIL. The Council consists of five Council
Members elected at large for overlapping terms of four years.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 376.2)

2.05 TERM OF MAYOR. The Mayor is elected for a term of four years.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 376.2)

2.06 COPIES ON FILE. The Clerk shall keep an official copy of the charter on file with
the official records of the Clerk and the Secretary of State, and shall keep copies of the charter
available at the Clerk’s office for public inspection.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.1[3])

TEDITOR’S NOTE: Ordinance No. 69 adopting a charter for the City was passed and approved by
the Council on September 19, 1977, and was published on September 29, 1977. Council member terms
were changed to overlapping four-year terms pursuant to an election held November 7, 1989. The
Mayor’s term was changed to four years pursuant to an election held November 8, 2011.
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CHAPTER 3

MUNICIPAL INFRACTIONS
3.01 Municipal Infraction 3.04 Civil Citations
3.02 Environmental Violation 3.05 Alternative Relief
3.03 Penalties 3.06 Alternative Penalties

3.01 MUNICIPAL INFRACTION. A violation of this Code of Ordinances or any
ordinance or code herein adopted by reference or the omission or failure to perform any act or
duty required by the same, with the exception of those provisions specifically provided under
State law as a felony, an aggravated misdemeanor, or a serious misdemeanor, or a simple
misdemeanor under Chapters 687 through 747 of the Code of lowa, is a municipal infraction
punishable by civil penalty as provided herein. "

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.22[3])

3.02 ENVIRONMENTAL VIOLATION. A municipal infraction that is a violation of
Chapter 455B of the Code of lowa or of a standard established by the City in consultation with
the Department of Natural Resources, or both, may be classified as an environmental violation.
However, the provisions of this section shall not be applicable until the City has offered to
participate in informal negotiations regarding the violation or to the following specific
violations:

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.22[1])

1. A violation arising from noncompliance with a pretreatment standard or
requirement referred to in 40 C.F.R. §403.8.

2. The discharge of airborne residue from grain, created by the handling, drying,
or storing of grain, by a person not engaged in the industrial production or
manufacturing of grain products.

3. The discharge of airborne residue from grain, created by the handling, drying,
or storing of grain, by a person engaged in such industrial production or manufacturing
if such discharge occurs from September 15 to January 15.

3.03 PENALTIES. A municipal infraction is punishable by the following civil penalties:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.22[1])

1. Standard Civil Penalties.
A. First offense — not to exceed $750.00
B. Each repeat offense — not to exceed $1,000.00
Each day that a violation occurs or is permitted to exist constitutes a repeat offense.
2. Special Civil Penalties.
A. A municipal infraction arising from noncompliance with a

pretreatment standard or requirement, referred to in 40 C.F.R. §403.8, by an
industrial user is punishable by a penalty of not more than $1,000.00 for each
day a violation exists or continues.

TEDITOR’S NOTE: For criminal penalty for violations of this Code of Ordinances, see Section 1.14.
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CHAPTER 3 MUNICIPAL INFRACTIONS

B. A municipal infraction classified as an environmental violation is
punishable by a penalty of not more than $1,000.00 for each occurrence.
However, an environmental violation is not subject to such penalty if all of the
following conditions are satisfied:

(1) The violation results solely from conducting an initial startup,
cleaning, repairing, performing scheduled maintenance, testing, or
conducting a shutdown of either equipment causing the violation or the
equipment designed to reduce or eliminate the violation.

2) The City is notified of the violation within 24 hours from the
time that the violation begins.

3) The violation does not continue in existence for more than
eight hours.

3.04 CIVIL CITATIONS. Any officer authorized by the City to enforce this Code of
Ordinances may issue a civil citation to a person who commits a municipal infraction. A copy
of the citation may be served by personal service as provided in Rule of Civil Procedure 1.305,
by certified mail addressed to the defendant at defendant’s last known mailing address, return
receipt requested, or by publication in the manner as provided in Rule of Civil Procedure 1.310
and subject to the conditions of Rule of Civil Procedure 1.311. A copy of the citation shall be
retained by the issuing officer, and the original citation shall be sent to the Clerk of the District
Court. The citation shall serve as notification that a civil offense has been committed and shall
contain the following information:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.22[4])

1. The name and address of the defendant.

2. The name or description of the infraction attested to by the officer issuing the
citation.

3. The location and time of the infraction.

4. The amount of civil penalty to be assessed or the alternative relief sought, or
both.

5. The manner, location, and time in which the penalty may be paid.

6. The time and place of court appearance.

7. The penalty for failure to appear in court.

8. The legal description of the affected real property, if applicable.

If the citation affects real property and charges a violation relating to the condition of the
property, including a building code violation, a local housing regulation violation, a housing
code violation, or a public health or safety violation, after filing the citation with the Clerk of
the District Court, the City shall also file the citation in the office of the County Treasurer.

3.05 ALTERNATIVE RELIEF. Seeking a civil penalty as authorized in this chapter does

not preclude the City from seeking alternative relief from the court in the same action. Such

alternative relief may include, but is not limited to, an order for abatement or injunctive relief.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.22[9])

3.06 ALTERNATIVE PENALTIES. This chapter does not preclude a peace officer from
issuing a criminal citation for a violation of this Code of Ordinances or regulation if criminal
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CHAPTER 3 MUNICIPAL INFRACTIONS

penalties are also provided for the violation. Nor does it preclude or limit the authority of the
City to enforce the provisions of this Code of Ordinances by criminal sanctions or other lawful

means.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.22[12])
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[The next page is 21]
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CHAPTER 5

OPERATING PROCEDURES
5.01 Oaths 5.07 Conflict of Interest
5.02 Bonds 5.08 Resignations
5.03 Powers and Duties 5.09 Removal of Appointed Officers and Employees
5.04 Books and Records 5.10 Vacancies
5.05 Transfer to Successor 5.11 Gifts

5.06 Meetings

5.01

OATHS. The oath of office shall be required and administered in accordance with the

following:

5.02

1. Qualify for Office. Each elected or appointed officer shall qualify for office by
taking the prescribed oath and by giving, when required, a bond. The oath shall be
taken, and bond provided, after such officer is certified as elected but not later than noon
of the first day that is not a Sunday or a legal holiday in January of the first year of the
term for which the officer was elected.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 63.1)

2. Prescribed Oath. The prescribed oath is: “I, (name), do solemnly swear that I
will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of
Iowa, and that I will faithfully and impartially, to the best of my ability, discharge all
duties of the office of (name of office) in the City of Underwood as now or hereafter
required by law.”

(Code of lowa, Sec. 63.10)

3. Officers Empowered to Administer Oaths. The following are empowered to
administer oaths and to take affirmations in any matter pertaining to the business of
their respective offices:

A. Mayor
B. City Clerk
C. Members of all boards, commissions, or bodies created by law.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 634.2)
BONDS. Surety bonds are provided in accordance with the following:

1. Required. The Council shall provide by resolution for a surety bond or blanket
position bond running to the City and covering the Mayor, Clerk, Treasurer, and such
other officers and employees as may be necessary and advisable.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 64.13)

2. Bonds Approved. Bonds shall be approved by the Council.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 64.19)
3. Bonds Filed. All bonds, after approval and proper record, shall be filed with
the Clerk.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 64.23[6])
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CHAPTER 5 OPERATING PROCEDURES

4, Record. The Clerk shall keep a book, to be known as the “Record of Official
Bonds” in which shall be recorded the official bonds of all City officers, elective or
appointive.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 64.24[1a] and [3])

5.03 POWERS AND DUTIES. Each municipal officer shall exercise the powers and
perform the duties prescribed by law and this Code of Ordinances, or as otherwise directed by
the Council unless contrary to State law or City charter.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

5.04 BOOKS AND RECORDS. All books and records required to be kept by law or
ordinance shall be open to examination by the public upon request, unless some other provisions
of law expressly limit such right or require such records to be kept confidential. Access to
public records that are combined with data processing software shall be in accordance with
policies and procedures established by the City.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 22.2 & 22.34)

5.05 TRANSFER TO SUCCESSOR. Each officer shall transfer to his or her successor in
office all books, papers, records, documents and property in the officer’s custody and
appertaining to that office.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

5.06 MEETINGS. All meetings of the Council, any board or commission, or any multi-
membered body formally and directly created by any of the foregoing bodies shall be held in
accordance with the following:

1. Notice of Meetings. Reasonable notice, as defined by State law, of the time,
date, and place of each meeting and its tentative agenda shall be given.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 21.4)

2. Meetings Open. All meetings shall be held in open session unless closed
sessions are held as expressly permitted by State law.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 21.3)

3. Minutes. Minutes shall be kept of all meetings showing the date, time and
place, the members present, and the action taken at each meeting. The minutes shall
show the results of each vote taken and information sufficient to indicate the vote of
each member present. The vote of each member present shall be made public at the
open session. The minutes shall be public records open to public inspection.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 21.3)

4, Closed Session. A closed session may be held only by affirmative vote of either
two-thirds of the body or all of the members present at the meeting and in accordance
with Chapter 21 of the Code of lowa.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 21.5)

5. Cameras and Recorders. The public may use cameras or recording devices at
any open session.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 21.7)

6. Electronic Meetings. A meeting may be conducted by electronic means only
in circumstances where such a meeting in person is impossible or impractical and then
only in compliance with the provisions of Chapter 21 of the Code of lowa.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 21.8)
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CHAPTER 5 OPERATING PROCEDURES

5.07 CONFLICT OF INTEREST. A City officer or employee shall not have an interest,
direct or indirect, in any contract or job of work or material or the profits thereof or services to
be furnished or performed for the City, unless expressly permitted by law. A contract entered
into in violation of this section is void. The provisions of this section do not apply to:

(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5)

1. Compensation of Officers. The payment of lawful compensation of a City
officer or employee holding more than one City office or position, the holding of which
is not incompatible with another public office or is not prohibited by law.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3a])

2. Investment of Funds. The designation of a bank or trust company as a
depository, paying agent, or for investment of funds.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3b])

3. City Treasurer. An employee of a bank or trust company, who serves as
Treasurer of the City.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3¢])

4. Stock Interests. Contracts in which a City officer or employee has an interest
solely by reason of employment, or a stock interest of the kind described in Subsection
8 of this section, or both, if the contracts are made by competitive bid in writing,
publicly invited and opened, or if the remuneration of employment will not be directly
affected as a result of the contract and the duties of employment do not directly involve
the procurement or preparation of any part of the contract. The competitive bid
qualification of this subsection does not apply to a contract for professional services not
customarily awarded by competitive bid.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3¢])

5. Newspaper. The designation of an official newspaper.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3f])
6. Existing Contracts. A contract in which a City officer or employee has an

interest if the contract was made before the time the officer or employee was elected or
appointed, but the contract may not be renewed.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3g])

7. Volunteers. Contracts with volunteer firefighters or civil defense volunteers.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3h])
8. Corporations. A contract with a corporation in which a City officer or

employee has an interest by reason of stock holdings when less than five percent of the

outstanding stock of the corporation is owned or controlled directly or indirectly by the

officer or employee or the spouse or immediate family of such officer or employee.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3i])

9. Contracts. Contracts made by the City upon competitive bid in writing,
publicly invited and opened.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3d])

10. Cumulative Purchases. Contracts not otherwise permitted by this section, for
the purchase of goods or services that benefit a City officer or employee, if the
purchases benefiting that officer or employee do not exceed a cumulative total purchase
price of $6,000.00 in a fiscal year.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3j])
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5.08

OPERATING PROCEDURES

11. Franchise Agreements. Franchise agreements between the City and a utility
and contracts entered into by the City for the provision of essential City utility services.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[3k])

12. Third Party Contracts. A contract that is a bond, note or other obligation of the
City and the contract is not acquired directly from the City but is acquired in a
transaction with a third party who may or may not be the original underwriter,
purchaser, or obligee of the contract.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.5[31])

RESIGNATIONS. An elected officer who wishes to resign may do so by submitting

a resignation in writing to the Clerk so that it shall be properly recorded and considered. A
person who resigns from an elective office is not eligible for appointment to the same office
during the time for which the person was elected if, during that time, the compensation of the
office has been increased.

5.09

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[9])

REMOVAL OF APPOINTED OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. Except as

otherwise provided by State or City law, all persons appointed to City office or employment
may be removed by the officer or body making the appointment, but every such removal shall
be by written order. The order shall give the reasons, be filed in the office of the Clerk, and a
copy shall be sent by certified mail to the person removed, who, upon request filed with the
Clerk within 30 days after the date of mailing the copy, shall be granted a public hearing before
the Council on all issues connected with the removal. The hearing shall be held within 30 days
after the date the request is filed, unless the person removed requests a later date.

5.10

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.15)

VACANCIES. A vacancy in an elective City office during a term of office shall be

filled in accordance with Section 372.13[2] of the Code of lowa.

5.11

GIFTS. Except as otherwise provided in Chapter 68B of the Code of lowa, a public

official, public employee or candidate, or that person’s immediate family member, shall not,
directly or indirectly, accept or receive any gift or series of gifts from a “restricted donor” as
defined in Chapter 68B and a restricted donor shall not, directly or indirectly, individually or
jointly with one or more other restricted donors, offer or make a gift or a series of gifts to a
public official, public employee, or candidate.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 68B.22)
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6.01 Nominating Method to Be Used 6.04 Preparation of Petition and Affidavit
6.02 Nominations by Petition 6.05 Filing; Presumption; Withdrawals; Objections
6.03 Adding Name by Petition 6.06 Persons Elected

6.01 NOMINATING METHOD TO BE USED. All candidates for elective municipal
offices shall be nominated under the provisions of Chapter 45 of the Code of lowa.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 376.3)

6.02 NOMINATIONS BY PETITION. Nominations for elective municipal offices of the
City may be made by nomination paper or papers signed by not less than 10 eligible electors,
residents of the City.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 45.1)

6.03 ADDING NAME BY PETITION. The name of a candidate placed upon the ballot by
any other method than by petition shall not be added by petition for the same office.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 45.2)

6.04 PREPARATION OF PETITION AND AFFIDAVIT. Nomination papers shall
include a petition and an affidavit of candidacy. The petition and affidavit shall be substantially
in the form prescribed by the State Commissioner of Elections, shall include information
required by the Code of lowa, and shall be signed in accordance with the Code of lowa.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 45.3, 45.5 & 45.6)

6.05 FILING; PRESUMPTION; WITHDRAWALS; OBJECTIONS. The time and
place of filing nomination petitions, the presumption of validity thereof, the right of a candidate
so nominated to withdraw and the effect of such withdrawal, and the right to object to the legal
sufficiency of such petitions, or to the eligibility of the candidate, shall be governed by the
appropriate provisions of Chapter 44 of the Code of lowa.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 45.4)

6.06 PERSONS ELECTED. The candidates who receive the greatest number of votes for

each office on the ballot are elected, to the extent necessary to fill the positions open.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 376.8[3])
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CHAPTER 7

FISCAL MANAGEMENT
7.01 Purpose 7.05 Operating Budget Preparation
7.02 Finance Officer 7.06 Budget Amendments
7.03 Cash Control 7.07 Accounting
7.04 Fund Control 7.08 Financial Reports

7.01

PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter is to establish policies and provide for rules

and regulations governing the management of the financial affairs of the City.

7.02

FINANCE OFFICER. The Clerk is the finance and accounting officer of the City and

is responsible for the administration of the provisions of this chapter.

7.03

CASH CONTROL. To assure the proper accounting and safe custody of moneys the

following shall apply:

7.04

1. Deposit of Funds. All moneys or fees collected for any purpose by any City
officer shall be deposited through the office of the finance officer. If any said fees are
due to an officer, they shall be paid to the officer by check drawn by the finance officer
and approved by the Council only upon such officer’s making adequate reports relating
thereto as required by law, ordinance, or Council directive.

2. Deposits and Investments. All moneys belonging to the City shall be promptly
deposited in depositories selected by the Council in amounts not exceeding the
authorized depository limitation established by the Council or invested in accordance
with the City’s written investment policy and State law, including joint investments as
authorized by Section 384.21 of the Code of lowa.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 384.21, 12B.10, 12C.1)

3. Petty Cash Fund. The finance officer shall be custodian of a petty cash fund
for the payment of small claims for minor purchases, collect-on-delivery transportation
charges, and small fees customarily paid at the time of rendering a service, for which
payments the finance officer shall obtain some form of receipt or bill acknowledged as
paid by the vendor or agent. At such time as the petty cash fund is approaching
depletion, the finance officer shall draw a check for replenishment in the amount of the
accumulated expenditures and said check and supporting detail shall be submitted to
the Council as a claim in the usual manner for claims and charged to the proper funds
and accounts. It shall not be used for salary payments or other personal services or
personal expenses.

FUND CONTROL. There shall be established and maintained separate and distinct

funds in accordance with the following:

1. Revenues. All moneys received by the City shall be credited to the proper fund
as required by law, ordinance, or resolution.

2. Expenditures. No disbursement shall be made from a fund unless such
disbursement is authorized by law, ordinance, or resolution, was properly budgeted, and
supported by a claim approved by the Council.
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3. Emergency Fund. No transfer may be made from any fund to the Emergency
Fund.

(545 1AC 2.5/2])
4, Debt Service Fund. Except where specifically prohibited by State law, moneys

may be transferred from any other City fund to the Debt Service Fund to meet payments
of principal and interest. Such transfers must be authorized by the original budget or a
budget amendment.

(545 1AC 2.5/3])

5. Capital Improvements Reserve Fund. Except where specifically prohibited by
State law, moneys may be transferred from any City fund to the Capital Improvements
Reserve Fund. Such transfers must be authorized by the original budget or a budget
amendment.

(545 1AC 2.5[4])

6. Utility and Enterprise Funds. A surplus in a Utility or Enterprise Fund may be
transferred to any other City fund, except the Emergency Fund, by resolution of the
Council. A surplus may exist only after all required transfers have been made to any
restricted accounts in accordance with the terms and provisions of any revenue bonds
or loan agreements relating to the Utility or Enterprise Fund. A surplus is defined as
the cash balance in the operating account or the unrestricted net position calculated in
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles, after adding back the net
pension and other postemployment benefits, liabilities, and the related deferred inflows
of resources and deducting the related deferred outflows of resources, in excess of:

A. The amount of the expenses of disbursements for operating and
maintaining the utility or enterprise for the preceding three months; and

B. The amount necessary to make all required transfers to restricted
accounts for the succeeding three months.
(545 1AC 2.5/5])

7. Balancing of Funds. Fund accounts shall be reconciled at the close of each
month and a report thereof submitted to the Council.

7.05 OPERATING BUDGET PREPARATION. The annual operating budget of the City
shall be prepared in accordance with the following:

1. Proposal Prepared. The finance officer is responsible for preparation of the
annual budget detail, for review by the Mayor and Council and adoption by the Council
in accordance with directives of the Mayor and Council.

2. Boards and Commissions. All boards, commissions, and other administrative
agencies of the City that are authorized to prepare and administer budgets must submit
their budget proposals to the finance officer for inclusion in the proposed City budget
at such time and in such form as required by the Council.

3. Submission to Council. The finance officer shall submit the completed budget
proposal to the Council each year at such time as directed by the Council.

4. Resolution Establishing Maximum Property Tax Dollars. The Council shall
adopt a resolution establishing the total maximum property tax dollars that may be
certified for levy that includes taxes for City government purposes under Code of lowa
Section 384.1, for the City’s trust and agency fund under Code of lowa Section 384.6,
Subsection 1, for the City’s emergency fund under Code of lowa Section 384.8, and for
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the levies authorized under Code of lowa Section 384.12, Subsections 8, 10, 11, 12, 13,
17, and 21, but excluding additions approved at election under Code of lowa Section
384.12, Subsection 19.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 384.154)

A. The Council shall set a time and place for a public hearing on the
resolution before the date for adoption of the resolution and shall publish notice
of the hearing not less than 10 nor more than 20 days prior to the hearing in a
newspaper published at least once weekly and having general circulation in the
City.

B. If the City has an internet site, the notice shall also be posted and clearly
identified on the City’s internet site for public viewing beginning on the date of
the newspaper publication or public posting, as applicable. Additionally, if the
City maintains a social media account on one or more social media applications,
the public hearing notice or an electronic link to the public hearing notice shall
be posted on each such account on the same day as the publication of the notice.
All of the following shall be included in the notice:

(D The sum of the current fiscal year’s actual property taxes
certified for levy under the levies specified in this subsection and the
current fiscal year’s combined property tax levy rate for such amount
that is applicable to taxable property in the City other than property
used and assessed for agricultural or horticultural purposes.

2) The effective tax rate calculated using the sum of the current
fiscal year’s actual property taxes certified for levy under the levies
specified in this subsection, applicable to taxable property in the City
other than property used and assessed for agricultural or horticultural
purposes.

3) The sum of the proposed maximum property tax dollars that
may be certified for levy for the budget year under the levies specified
in this subsection and the proposed combined property tax levy rate for
such amount applicable to taxable property in the City other than
property used and assessed for agricultural or horticultural purposes.

4 If the proposed maximum property tax dollars specified under
Subparagraph (3) exceed the current fiscal year’s actual property tax
dollars certified for levy specified in Subparagraph (1), a statement of
the major reasons for the increase.

Proof of publication shall be filed with and preserved by the County Auditor.
The Department of Management shall prescribe the form for the public hearing
notice for cities and the form for the resolution to be adopted by the Council
under Paragraph C of this subsection.

C. At the public hearing, the Council shall receive oral or written
objections from any resident or property owner of the City. After all objections
have been received and considered, the Council may decrease, but not increase,
the proposed maximum property tax dollar amount for inclusion in the
resolution and shall adopt the resolution and file the resolution with the County
Auditor as required under Code of lowa Section 384.16, Subsection 3.
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D. If the sum of the maximum property tax dollars for the budget year
specified in the resolution under the levies specified in this subsection exceeds
102 percent of the sum of the current fiscal year’s actual property taxes certified
for levy under the levies specified in this subsection, the Council shall be
required to adopt the resolution by a two-thirds majority of the membership of
the Council.

E. If the City has an internet site, in addition to filing the resolution with
the Auditor under Code of lowa Section 384.16, Subsection 3, the adopted
resolution shall be posted and clearly identified on the City’s internet site for
public viewing within 10 days of approval by the Council. The posted
resolution for a budget year shall continue to be accessible for public viewing
on the internet site along with resolutions posted for all subsequent budget
years.

5. Council Review. The Council shall review the proposed budget and may make
any adjustments it deems appropriate in the budget before accepting such proposal for
publication, hearing, and final adoption.

6. Notice of Hearing. Following, and not until adoption of the resolution required
under Subsection 4 of this section, the Council shall set a time and place for public
hearing on the budget to be held before March 31 and shall publish notice of the hearing
not less than 10 nor more than 20 days before the hearing. A summary of the proposed
budget and a description of the procedure for protesting the City budget under Section
384.19 of the Code of lowa, in the form prescribed by the Director of the Department
of Management, shall be included in the notice. Proof of publication of the notice under
this subsection and a copy of the resolution adopted under Subsection 4 of this section
must be filed with the County Auditor.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 384.16/3])

7. Copies of Budget on File. Not less than 20 days before the date that the budget
must be certified to the County Auditor and not less than 10 days before the public
hearing, the Clerk shall make available a sufficient number of copies of the detailed
budget to meet the requests of taxpayers and organizations and have them available for
distribution at the offices of the Mayor and City Clerk and have a copy posted at one of
the places designated for the posting of notices.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 384.16/2])

8. Adoption and Certification. After the hearing, the Council shall adopt, by
resolution, a budget for at least the next fiscal year and the Clerk shall certify the
necessary tax levy for the next fiscal year to the County Auditor and the County Board
of Supervisors. The tax levy certified may be less than, but not more than, the amount
estimated in the proposed budget submitted at the final hearing or the applicable amount
specified in the resolution adopted under Subsection 4 of this section. Two copies each
of the detailed budget as adopted and of the tax certificate must be transmitted to the
County Auditor.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 384.16/5])

7.06 BUDGET AMENDMENTS. A City budget finally adopted for the following fiscal
year becomes effective July 1 and constitutes the City appropriation for each program and

purpose specified therein until amended as provided by this section.
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 384.18)
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1. Program Increase. Any increase in the amount appropriated to a program must
be prepared, adopted, and subject to protest in the same manner as the original budget.
(54514C 2.2)
2. Program Transfer. Any transfer of appropriation from one program to another
must be prepared, adopted, and subject to protest in the same manner as the original
budget.
(54514C 2.3)
3. Activity Transfer. Any transfer of appropriation from one activity to another
activity within a program must be approved by resolution of the Council.
(54514AC 2.4)
4, Administrative Transfers. The finance officer shall have the authority to adjust,

by transfer or otherwise, the appropriations allocated within a specific activity without
prior Council approval.
(545 IAC 2.4)

7.07 ACCOUNTING. The accounting records of the City shall consist of not less than the
following:

1. Books of Original Entry. There shall be established and maintained books of
original entry to provide a chronological record of cash received and disbursed.

2. General Ledger. There shall be established and maintained a general ledger
controlling all cash transactions, budgetary accounts and for recording unappropriated
surpluses.

3. Checks. Two signatures are required on all City checks. Checks shall be
prenumbered and signed by any two of the following: the Clerk, Mayor, Mayor Pro
Tem, or designated Council member, following Council approval, except as provided
by Subsection 5 hereof.

4. Budget Accounts. There shall be established such individual accounts to record
receipts by source and expenditures by program and activity as will provide adequate
information and control for budgeting purposes as planned and approved by the
Council. Each individual account shall be maintained within its proper fund and so kept
that receipts can be immediately and directly compared with revenue estimates and
expenditures can be related to the authorizing appropriation. No expenditure shall be
posted except to the appropriation for the function and purpose for which the expense
was incurred.

5. Immediate Payment Authorized. The Council may by resolution authorize the
Clerk to issue checks for immediate payment of amounts due, which if not paid
promptly would result in loss of discount, penalty for late payment or additional interest
cost. Any such payments made shall be reported to the Council for review and approval
with and in the same manner as other claims at the next meeting following such
payment. The resolution authorizing immediate payment shall specify the type of
payment so authorized and may include (but is not limited to) payment of utility bills,
contractual obligations, payroll, and bond principal and interest.

6. Utilities. The finance officer shall perform and be responsible for accounting
functions of the municipally owned utilities.
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7.08 FINANCIAL REPORTS. The finance officer shall prepare and file the following
financial reports:

1. Monthly Reports. There shall be submitted to the Council each month a report
showing the activity and status of each fund, program, sub-program, and activity for the
preceding month.

2. Annual Report. Not later than December 1 of each year there shall be published
an annual report containing a summary for the preceding fiscal year of all collections
and receipts, all accounts due the City, and all expenditures, the current public debt of
the City, and the legal debt limit of the City for the current fiscal year. A copy of the
annual report must be filed with the Auditor of State not later than December 1 of each
year.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 384.22)
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URBAN RENEWAL

EDITOR’S NOTE

The following ordinances not codified herein, and specifically saved from repeal, have been
adopted establishing Urban Renewal Areas in the City and remain in full force and effect.

ORDINANCE NO. ADOPTED NAME OF AREA
105 6-3-91 Underwood Urban Renewal Area
129 12-5-94 Underwood Urban Renewal Area South
168 11-11-03 Field Crest Urban Renewal Area
206 3-9-10 Deleting Property from the Field Crest Urban
Renewal Area
210 3-8-11 Field Crest Phase 3 Urban Renewal Area
211 6-14-11 2010 Urban Renewal District
227 8-8-17 Field Crest Phase 2 Urban Renewal Area
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15.01 Term of Office 15.04 Compensation
15.02 Powers and Duties 15.05 Voting

15.03 Appointments

15.01 TERM OF OFFICE. The Mayor is elected for a term of four years.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 376.2)

15.02 POWERS AND DUTIES. The powers and duties of the Mayor are as follows:

1. Chief Executive Officer. Act as the chief executive officer of the City and
presiding officer of the Council, supervise all departments of the City, give direction to
department heads concerning the functions of the departments, and have the power to
examine all functions of the municipal departments, their records and to call for special
reports from department heads at any time.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.14[1])

2. Proclamation of Emergency. Have authority to take command of the police
and govern the City by proclamation, upon making a determination that a time of
emergency or public danger exists. Within the City limits, the Mayor has all the powers
conferred upon the Sheriff to suppress disorders.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.14[2])

3. Special Meetings. Call special meetings of the Council when the Mayor deems
such meetings necessary to the interests of the City.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.14[1])

4. Mayor’s Veto. Sign, veto, or take no action on an ordinance, amendment, or
resolution passed by the Council. The Mayor may veto an ordinance, amendment, or
resolution within 14 days after passage. The Mayor shall explain the reasons for the
veto in a written message to the Council at the time of the veto.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.5 & 380.6/2])

5. Reports to Council. Make such oral or written reports to the Council as
required. These reports shall concern municipal affairs generally, the municipal
departments, and recommendations suitable for Council action.

6. Negotiations. Represent the City in all negotiations properly entered into in
accordance with law or ordinance. The Mayor shall not represent the City where this
duty is specifically delegated to another officer by law, ordinance, or Council direction.

7. Contracts. Whenever authorized by the Council, sign contracts on behalf of the
City.
8. Professional Services. Upon order of the Council, secure for the City such

specialized and professional services not already available to the City. In executing the
order of the Council, the Mayor shall act in accordance with this Code of Ordinances
and the laws of the State.
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9. Licenses and Permits. Sign all licenses and permits that have been granted by
the Council, except those designated by law or ordinance to be issued by another
municipal officer.

10. Nuisances. Issue written order for removal, at public expense, any nuisance for
which no person can be found responsible and liable.

11. Absentee Officer. Make appropriate provision that duties of any absentee
officer be carried on during such absence.

15.03 APPOINTMENTS. The Mayor shall appoint the following officials:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.4)

1. Mayor Pro Tem

15.04 COMPENSATION. The salary of the Mayor is $50 for each meeting of the Council
attended, payable semiannually.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[8])

15.05 VOTING. The Mayor is not a member of the Council and shall not vote as a member
of the Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.4)
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MAYOR PRO TEM
16.01 Vice President of Council 16.03 Voting Rights
16.02 Powers and Duties 16.04 Compensation

16.01 VICE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL. The Mayor shall appoint a member of the
Council as Mayor Pro Tem, who shall serve as vice president of the Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.14[3])

16.02 POWERS AND DUTIES. Except for the limitations otherwise provided herein, the
Mayor Pro Tem shall perform the duties of the Mayor in cases of absence or inability of the
Mayor to perform such duties. In the exercise of the duties of the office the Mayor Pro Tem
shall not have power to appoint, employ, or discharge from employment officers or employees
that the Mayor has the power to appoint, employ, or discharge without the approval of the
Council.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.14[3])

16.03 VOTING RIGHTS. The Mayor Pro Tem shall have the right to vote as a member of
the Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.14[3])

16.04 COMPENSATION. If the Mayor Pro Tem performs the duties of the Mayor during
the Mayor’s absence or disability for a continuous period of 15 days or more, the Mayor Pro
Tem may be paid for that period the compensation as determined by the Council, based upon
the Mayor Pro Tem’s performance of the Mayor’s duties and upon the compensation of the
Mayor.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[8])
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CHAPTER 17

17.01 Number and Term of Council 17.04 Council Meetings
17.02 Powers and Duties 17.05 Appointments
7.03 Exercise of Power 17.06 Compensation

17.01 NUMBER AND TERM OF COUNCIL. The Council consists of five Council
members elected at large for overlapping terms of four years.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.4 & 376.2)

17.02 POWERS AND DUTIES. The powers and duties of the Council include, but are not
limited to the following:

L. General. All powers of the City are vested in the Council except as otherwise
provided by law or ordinance.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.2[1])

2. Wards. By ordinance, the Council may divide the City into wards based upon
population, change the boundaries of wards, eliminate wards, or create new wards.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[7])

3. Fiscal Authority. The Council shall apportion and appropriate all funds, and
audit and allow all bills, accounts, payrolls, and claims, and order payment thereof. It
shall make all assessments for the cost of street improvements, sidewalks, sewers, and
other work, improvement, or repairs that may be specially assessed.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.2[1], 384.16 and 384.38[1])

4. Public Improvements. The Council shall make all orders for the construction
of any improvements, bridges, or buildings.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.2[1])

5. Contracts. The Council shall make or authorize the making of all contracts. No
contract shall bind or be obligatory upon the City unless approved by the Council.
(Code of lowa, Ch. 26)

6. Employees. The Council shall authorize, by resolution, the number, duties,
term of office, and compensation of employees or officers not otherwise provided for
by State law or the Code of Ordinances.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

7. Setting Compensation for Elected Officers. By ordinance, the Council shall
prescribe the compensation of the Mayor, Council members, and other elected City
officers, but a change in the compensation of the Mayor does not become effective
during the term in which the change is adopted, and the Council shall not adopt such an
ordinance changing the compensation of any elected officer during the months of
November and December in the year of a regular City election. A change in the
compensation of Council members becomes effective for all Council members at the
beginning of the term of the Council members elected at the election next following the
change in compensation.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[8])
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17.03

CITY COUNCIL

EXERCISE OF POWER. The Council shall exercise a power only by the passage of

a motion, a resolution, an amendment, or an ordinance in the following manner:

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.3[1])

1. Action by Council. Passage of an ordinance, amendment, or resolution requires
a majority vote of all of the members of the Council. Passage of a motion requires a
majority vote of a quorum of the Council. A resolution must be passed to spend public
funds in excess of $100,000.00 on a public improvement project, or to accept public
improvements and facilities upon their completion. Each Council member’s vote on a
measure must be recorded. A measure that fails to receive sufficient votes for passage
shall be considered defeated.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.4)

2. Overriding Mayor’s Veto. Within 30 days after the Mayor’s veto, the Council
may pass the measure again by a vote of not less than two-thirds of all of the members
of the Council.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.6[2])

3. Measures Become Effective. Measures passed by the Council become effective
in one of the following ways:

A. An ordinance or amendment signed by the Mayor becomes effective

when the ordinance or a summary of the ordinance is published, unless a

subsequent effective date is provided within the ordinance or amendment.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.6[1a])

B. A resolution signed by the Mayor becomes effective immediately upon
signing.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.6[1b])

C. A motion becomes effective immediately upon passage of the motion
by the Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.6[1c])

D. If the Mayor vetoes an ordinance, amendment, or resolution and the
Council repasses the measure after the Mayor’s veto, a resolution becomes
effective immediately upon repassage, and an ordinance or amendment
becomes a law when the ordinance or a summary of the ordinance is published,
unless a subsequent effective date is provided within the ordinance or
amendment.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.6[2])

E. If the Mayor takes no action on an ordinance, amendment, or
resolution, a resolution becomes effective 14 days after the date of passage, and
an ordinance or amendment becomes law when the ordinance or a summary of
the ordinance is published, but not sooner than 14 days after the date of passage,
unless a subsequent effective date is provided within the ordinance or
amendment.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.6[3])

“All of the members of the Council” refers to all of the seats of the Council including a vacant
seat and a seat where the member is absent, but does not include a seat where the Council
member declines to vote by reason of a conflict of interest.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.1[a])
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17.04 COUNCIL MEETINGS. Procedures for giving notice of meetings of the Council and
other provisions regarding the conduct of Council meetings are contained in Section 5.06 of this
Code of Ordinances. Additional particulars relating to Council meetings are the following:

1. Regular Meetings. The time and place of the regular meetings of the Council
shall be fixed by resolution of the Council.

2. Special Meetings. Special meetings shall be held upon call of the Mayor or
upon the request of a majority of the members of the Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[5])

3. Quorum. A majority of all Council members is a quorum.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[1])
4, Rules of Procedure. The Council shall determine its own rules and maintain

records of its proceedings.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[5])

5. Compelling Attendance. Any three members of the Council can compel the
attendance of the absent members at any regular, adjourned, or duly called meeting, by
serving a written notice upon the absent members to attend at once.

17.05 APPOINTMENTS. The Council shall appoint the following officials and prescribe
their powers, duties, compensation, and term of office:

1. City Clerk

2. City Attorney

3. City Treasurer

4. Planning and Zoning Commission
5. Zoning Board of Adjustment

17.06 COMPENSATION. The salary of each Council member is $30.00 for each meeting
of the Council attended, payable semiannually.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[8])
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CHAPTER 18

CITY CLERK
18.01 Appointment and Qualification 18.08 Records
18.02 Powers and Duties: General 18.09 Attendance at Meetings
18.03 Publication of Minutes 18.10 Licenses and Permits
18.04 Recording Measures 18.11 Notification of Appointments
18.05 Other Publications 18.12 Elections
18.06 Authentication 18.13 City Seal
18.07 Certification 18.14 City Funds

18.01 APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATION. The Council shall appoint the City
Clerk to serve at the pleasure of the Council. The Clerk shall not be related to any member of
the Council, the Mayor, or the City Treasurer, within the second degree of consanguinity. The
Clerk shall not be the spouse of any Council member, the Mayor or the City Treasurer. The
Clerk shall receive such compensation as established by resolution of the Council.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[3])

18.02 POWERS AND DUTIES: GENERAL. The Clerk or, in the Clerk’s absence or
inability to act, the Deputy Clerk has the powers and duties as provided in this chapter, this
Code of Ordinances, and the law.

18.03 PUBLICATION OF MINUTES. Within 15 days following a regular or special
meeting, the Clerk shall cause the minutes of the proceedings thereof to be published. Such
publication shall include a list of all claims allowed and a summary of all receipts and shall

show the gross amount of the claims.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[6])

18.04 RECORDING MEASURES. The Clerk shall promptly record each measure
considered by the Council and record a statement with the measure, where applicable, indicating
whether the Mayor signed, vetoed, or took no action on the measure, and whether the measure

was repassed after the Mayor’s veto.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.7[1 & 2])

18.05 OTHER PUBLICATIONS. The Clerk shall cause to be published all ordinances,
enactments, proceedings, and official notices requiring publication as follows:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 362.3)

1. Time. If notice of an election, hearing, or other official action is required by
this Code of Ordinances or law, the notice must be published at least once, not less than
four or more than 20 days before the date of the election, hearing, or other action, unless
otherwise provided by law.

2. Manner of Publication. The three public places where public notices,
ordinances, notices of elections and other matters permitted to be posted are to be
displayed are:
City Hall
Post Office
Truck Stop
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The Clerk is hereby directed to post promptly such ordinances, notices or other
proceedings and to leave them so posted for not less than 10 days after the first date of
posting. Unauthorized removal of the posted matter prior to the completion of the ten
days shall not affect the validity of said ordinance, notice or other proceedings. The
Clerk shall note the first date of such posting on the official copy of such notice,
proceedings, or the ordinance and in the official ordinance book immediately following
the ordinance.

18.06 AUTHENTICATION. The Clerk shall authenticate all measures except motions with
the Clerk’s signature, certifying the time and manner of publication when required.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.7[4])

18.07 CERTIFICATION. The Clerk shall certify all measures establishing any zoning
district, building lines, or fire limits and a plat showing the district, lines, or limits to the recorder
of the County containing the affected parts of the City.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.11)

18.08 RECORDS. The Clerk shall maintain the specified City records in the following
manner:

1. Ordinances and Codes. Maintain copies of all effective City ordinances and
codes for public use.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 380.7[5])

2. Custody. Have custody and be responsible for the safekeeping of all writings
or documents in which the City is a party in interest unless otherwise specifically
directed by law or ordinance.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

3. Maintenance.  Maintain all City records and documents (or accurate
reproductions) for at least five years except that ordinances, resolutions, Council
proceedings, records, and documents (or accurate reproductions) relating to the
issuance, cancellation, transfer, redemption, or replacement of public bonds or
obligations shall be kept for at least 11 years following the final maturity of the bonds
or obligations. Ordinances, resolutions, Council proceedings, records, and documents
(or accurate reproductions) relating to real property transactions shall be maintained
permanently.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[3 and 5])

4. Provide Copy. Furnish upon request to any municipal officer a copy of any
record, paper, or public document under the Clerk’s control when it may be necessary
to such officer in the discharge of such officer’s duty; furnish a copy to any citizen when
requested upon payment of the fee set by Council resolution; under the direction of the
Mayor or other authorized officer, affix the seal of the City to those public documents
or instruments that by this Code of Ordinances are required to be attested by the affixing
of the seal.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4 & 5] and 380.7[5])

5. Filing of Communications. Keep and file all communications and petitions
directed to the Council or to the City generally. The Clerk shall endorse thereon the
action of the Council taken upon matters considered in such communications and
petitions.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])
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18.09 ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS. The Clerk shall attend all regular and special
Council meetings and, at the direction of the Council, the Clerk shall attend meetings of
committees, boards, and commissions. The Clerk shall record and preserve a correct record of

the proceedings of such meetings.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

18.10 LICENSES AND PERMITS. The Clerk shall issue or revoke licenses and permits
when authorized by this Code of Ordinances, and keep a record of licenses and permits issued
which shall show date of issuance, license or permit number, official receipt number, name of

person to whom issued, term of license or permit, and purpose for which issued.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

18.11 NOTIFICATION OF APPOINTMENTS. The Clerk shall inform all persons
appointed by the Mayor or Council to offices in the City government of their positions and the
time at which they shall assume the duties of their offices.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

18.12 ELECTIONS. The Clerk shall perform the duties relating to elections in accordance
with Chapter 376 of the Code of lowa.

18.13 CITY SEAL. The City seal is in the custody of the Clerk and shall be attached by the
Clerk to all transcripts, orders, and certificates that it may be necessary or proper to authenticate.
The City seal is circular in form, in the center of which are the words “SEAL” and around the
margin of which are the words “INCORPORATED CITY OF UNDERWOOD, lowa, Inc.
1902.”

18.14 CITY FUNDS. The Clerk shall perform the following duties relating to City funds.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

1. Custody of Funds. Be responsible for the safe custody of all funds of the City
in the manner provided by law, and Council direction.

2. Record of Fund. Keep the record of each fund separate.

3. Record Receipts. Keep an accurate record of all money or securities received

by the Clerk on behalf of the City and specify the date, from whom, and for what
purpose received.

4. Record Disbursements. Keep an accurate account of all disbursements, money
or property, specifying date, to whom, and from what fund paid.

5. Special Assessments. Keep a separate account of all money received by the
Clerk from special assessments.

6. Deposit Funds. Upon receipt of moneys to be held in the Clerk’s custody and
belonging to the City, deposit the same in depositories selected by the Council.

7. Reconciliation. Reconcile depository statements with the Clerk’s books and
certify monthly to the Council the balance of cash and investments of each fund and
amounts received and disbursed.

8. Debt Service. Keep a register of all bonds outstanding and record all payments
of interest and principal.
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CHAPTER 19

CITY TREASURER

19.01 Appointment and Qualification 19.03 Duties of Treasurer
19.02 Compensation

19.01 APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATION. The Council shall appoint the City
Treasurer to serve at the pleasure of the Council. The City Treasurer shall not be related to any
member of the Council, the Mayor, or the City Clerk, within the second degree of consanguinity.
The Treasurer shall not be the spouse of any Council member, the Mayor or the City Clerk.

19.02 COMPENSATION. The Treasurer is paid such compensation as specified by
resolution of the Council.

19.03 DUTIES OF TREASURER. The duties of the Treasurer are as follows:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

1. Reconciliation with Clerk. Reconcile the Treasurer’s books with the Clerk’s
every month.
2. Other Duties. Perform such other duties as specified by the Council by

resolution or ordinance.
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CHAPTER 20

CITY ATTORNEY
20.01 Appointment and Compensation 20.05 Review and Comment
20.02 Attorney for City 20.06 Provide Legal Opinion
20.03 Power of Attorney 20.07 Attendance at Council Meetings
20.04 Ordinance Preparation 20.08 Prepare Documents

20.01 APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION. The Council shall appoint by majority
vote a City Attorney to serve at the discretion of the Council. The City Attorney shall receive
such compensation as established by resolution of the Council.

20.02 ATTORNEY FOR CITY. The City Attorney shall act as attorney for the City in all
matters affecting the City’s interest and appear on behalf of the City before any court, tribunal,
commission, or board. The City Attorney shall prosecute or defend all actions and proceedings

when so requested by the Mayor or Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

20.03 POWER OF ATTORNEY. The City Attorney shall sign the name of the City to all
appeal bonds and to all other bonds or papers of any kind that may be essential to the prosecution

of any cause in court, and when so signed the City shall be bound upon the same.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

20.04 ORDINANCE PREPARATION. The City Attorney shall prepare those ordinances
that the Council may desire and direct to be prepared and report to the Council upon all such
ordinances before their final passage by the Council and publication.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

20.05 REVIEW AND COMMENT. The City Attorney shall, upon request, make a report
to the Council giving an opinion on all contracts, documents, resolutions, or ordinances
submitted to or coming under the City Attorney’s notice.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

20.06 PROVIDE LEGAL OPINION. The City Attorney shall give advice or a written legal
opinion on City contracts and all questions of law relating to City matters submitted by the
Mayor, Council, or Clerk.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

20.07 ATTENDANCE AT COUNCIL MEETINGS. The City Attorney shall attend
meetings of the Council at the request of the Mayor or Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

20.08 PREPARE DOCUMENTS. The City Attorney shall, upon request, formulate drafts

for contracts, forms, and other writings that may be required for the use of the City.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])
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CHAPTER 21

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

21.01 Planning and Zoning Commission 21.04 Compensation
21.02 Term of Office 21.05 Powers and Duties
21.03 Vacancies

21.01 PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION. The City Planning and Zoning
Commission, hereinafter referred to as the Commission, consists of seven members appointed
by the Council. The Commission members shall be residents of the City and shall not hold any

elective office in the City government.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 414.6 & 392.1)

21.02 TERM OF OFFICE. The term of office of the members of the Commission shall be
five years. The terms of not more than one-third of the members will expire in any one year.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

21.03 VACANCIES. If any vacancy exists on the Commission, caused by resignation or
otherwise, a successor for the residue of the term shall be appointed in the same manner as the
original appointee.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

21.04 COMPENSATION. The salary of each member of the Commission shall be $10.00
per meeting, payable annually.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

21.05 POWERS AND DUTIES. The Commission shall have and exercise the following
powers and duties:

1. Selection of Officers. The Commission shall choose annually at its first regular
meeting one of its members to act as Chairperson and another as Vice Chairperson, who
shall perform all the duties of the Chairperson during the Chairperson’s absence or
disability.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

2. Adopt Rules and Regulations. The Commission shall adopt such rules and
regulations governing its organization and procedure as it may deem necessary.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

3. Zoning. The Commission shall have and exercise all the powers and duties and
privileges in establishing the City zoning regulations and other related matters and may
from time to time recommend to the Council amendments, supplements, changes, or
modifications, all as provided by Chapter 414 of the Code of lowa.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 414.6)

4. Recommendations on Improvements. The design and proposed location of
public improvements shall be submitted to the Commission for its recommendations
prior to any actions being taken by the City for the construction or placement of such
improvements. Such requirements and recommendations shall not act as a stay upon
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action for any such improvement if the Commission, after 30 days’ written notice
requesting such recommendations, has failed to file the same.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

5. Review and Comment on Plats. All plans, plats, or re-plats of subdivisions or
re-subdivisions of land in the City or adjacent thereto, laid out in lots or plats with the
streets, alleys, or other portions of the same intended to be dedicated to the public in the
City, shall first be submitted to the Commission and its recommendations obtained
before approval by the Council.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

6. Fiscal Responsibilities. The Commission shall have full, complete, and
exclusive authority to expend, for and on behalf of the City, all sums of money
appropriated to it and to use and expend all gifts, donations, or payments that are
received by the City for City planning and zoning purposes.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

7. Limitation on Entering Contracts. The Commission shall have no power to
contract debts beyond the amount of its original or amended appropriation as approved
by the Council for the present year.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

8. Annual Report. The Commission shall each year make a report to the Mayor
and Council of its proceedings, with a full statement of its receipts and disbursements
and the progress of its work during the preceding fiscal year.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 392.1)

[The next page is 145]
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CONTRACT LAW ENFORCEMENT

30.01 CONTRACT LAW ENFORCEMENT. The Council may contract with the County
Sheriff or any other qualified lawful entity to provide law enforcement services within the City,
and the Sheriff or such other entity shall have and exercise the powers and duties as provided in
said contract and as required by law or ordinance.

(Code of lowa, 28E.30)
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CHAPTER 35

FIRE DEPARTMENT
35.01 Establishment and Purpose 35.08 Obedience to Fire Chief
35.02 Organization 35.09 Constitution
35.03 Approved by Council 35.10 Accidental Injury Insurance
35.04 Training 35.11 Liability Insurance
35.05 Compensation 35.12 Calls Outside Fire District
35.06 Election of Officers 35.13 Mutual Aid
35.07 Duties of Fire Chief 35.14 Authority to Cite Violations

35.01 ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE. A volunteer fire department is hereby
established to prevent and extinguish fires and to protect lives and property against fires, to
promote fire prevention and fire safety, and to answer all emergency calls for which there is no
other established agency.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.16)

35.02 ORGANIZATION. The department consists of the Fire Chief and such other officers
and personnel as may be authorized by the Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

35.03 APPROVED BY COUNCIL. No person having otherwise qualified shall be
appointed to the department until such appointment is submitted to and approved by a majority
of the Council members.

35.04 TRAINING. All members of the department shall meet the minimum training
standards established by the State Fire Marshal and attend and actively participate in regular or

special training drills or programs as directed by the Fire Chief.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 100B.2[4])

35.05 COMPENSATION. Members of the department shall be designated by rank and
receive such compensation as shall be determined by resolution of the Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

35.06 ELECTION OF OFFICERS. The department shall elect a Fire Chief and such other
officers as its constitution and bylaws may provide, but the election of the Fire Chief shall be
subject to the approval of the Council. In case of absence of the Fire Chief, the officer next in
rank shall be in charge and have and exercise all the powers of Fire Chief.

35.07 DUTIES OF FIRE CHIEF. The Fire Chief shall perform all duties required of the
Fire Chief by law or ordinance, including (but not limited to) the following:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 372.13[4])

1. Enforce Laws. Enforce ordinances and laws regulating fire prevention and the
investigation of the cause, origin, and circumstances of fires.

2. Technical Assistance. Upon request, give advice concerning private fire alarm
systems, fire extinguishing equipment, fire escapes and exits, and development of fire
emergency plans.
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3. Authority at Fires. When in charge of a fire scene, direct an operation as
necessary to extinguish or control a fire, perform a rescue operation, investigate the
existence of a suspected or reported fire, gas leak, or other hazardous condition, or take
any other action deemed necessary in the reasonable performance of the department’s
duties.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 102.2)

4, Control of Scenes. Prohibit an individual, vehicle, or vessel from approaching
a fire scene and remove from the scene any object, vehicle, vessel, or individual that
may impede or interfere with the operation of the Fire Department.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 102.2)

5. Authority to Barricade. When in charge of a fire scene, place or erect ropes,
guards, barricades, or other obstructions across a street, alley, right-of-way, or private
property near the location of the fire or emergency so as to prevent accidents or
interference with the firefighting efforts of the Fire Department, to control the scene
until any required investigation is complete, or to preserve evidence related to the fire
or other emergency.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 102.3)

6. Command. Be charged with the duty of maintaining the efficiency, discipline,
and control of the Fire Department. The members of the Fire Department shall, at all
times, be subject to the direction of the Fire Chief.

7. Property. Exercise and have full control over the disposition of all fire
apparatus, tools, equipment, and other property used by or belonging to the Fire
Department.

8. Notification. Whenever death, serious bodily injury, or property damage in
excess of $200,000.00 has occurred as a result of a fire, or if arson is suspected, notify
the State Fire Marshal’s Division immediately. For all other fires causing an estimated
damage of $50.00 or more or emergency responses by the Fire Department, file a report
with the Fire Marshal’s Division within 10 days following the end of the month. The
report shall indicate all fire incidents occurring and state the name of the owners and
occupants of the property at the time of the fire, the value of the property, the estimated
total loss to the property, origin of the fire as determined by investigation, and other
facts, statistics, and circumstances concerning the fire incidents.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 100.2 & 100.3)

9. Right of Entry. Have the right, during reasonable hours, to enter any building

or premises within the Fire Chief’s jurisdiction for the purpose of making such

investigation or inspection that under law or ordinance may be necessary to be made

and that is reasonably necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 100.12)

10. Recommendation. Make such recommendations to owners, occupants,
caretakers, or managers of buildings necessary to eliminate fire hazards.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 100.13)

11. Assist State Fire Marshal. At the request of the State Fire Marshal, and as
provided by law, aid said marshal in the performance of duties by investigating,
preventing, and reporting data pertaining to fires.

12. Records. Cause to be kept records of the Fire Department personnel,
firefighting equipment, depreciation of all equipment and apparatus, the number of
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responses to alarms, their cause, and location, and an analysis of losses by value, type,
and location of buildings.

13. Reports. Compile and submit to the Mayor and Council an annual report of the
status and activities of the department as well as such other reports as may be requested
by the Mayor or Council.

35.08 OBEDIENCE TO FIRE CHIEF. No person shall willfully fail or refuse to comply
with any lawful order or direction of the Fire Chief.

35.09 CONSTITUTION. The department shall adopt a constitution and bylaws as they
deem calculated to accomplish the object contemplated, and such constitution and bylaws and
any change or amendment to such constitution and bylaws before being effective, must be
approved by the Council.

35.10 ACCIDENTAL INJURY INSURANCE. The Council shall contract to insure the
City against liability for worker’s compensation and against statutory liability for the costs of
hospitalization, nursing, and medical attention for volunteer firefighters injured in the
performance of their duties as firefighters whether within or outside the corporate limits of the
City. All volunteer firefighters shall be covered by the contract.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 85.2, 85.61 and Sec. 410.18)

35.11 LIABILITY INSURANCE. The Council shall contract to insure against liability of
the City or members of the department for injuries, death, or property damage arising out of and
resulting from the performance of departmental duties within or outside the corporate limits of
the City.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 670.2 & 5174.1)

35.12 CALLS OUTSIDE FIRE DISTRICT. The department shall answer calls to fires and

other emergencies outside the Fire District if the Fire Chief determines that such emergency

exists and that such action will not endanger persons and property within the Fire District.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.4[2 & 3])

35.13 MUTUAL AID. Subject to approval by resolution of the Council, the department may
enter into mutual aid agreements with other legally constituted fire departments. Copies of any
such agreements shall be filed with the Clerk.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.4[2 & 3])

35.14 AUTHORITY TO CITE VIOLATIONS. Fire officials acting under the authority of
Chapter 100 of the Code of lowa may issue citations in accordance to Chapter 805 of the Code
of lowa, for violations of State and/or local fire safety regulations.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 100.41)
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CHAPTER 36

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SPILLS

36.01 Purpose 36.05 Notifications
36.02 Definitions 36.06 Police Authority
36.03 Cleanup Required 36.07 City Liability

36.04 Liability for Cleanup Costs

36.01 PURPOSE. In order to reduce the danger to the public health, safety, and welfare from
the leaks and spills of hazardous substances, these regulations are promulgated to establish
responsibility for the treatment, removal, and cleanup of hazardous substance spills within the
City limits.

36.02 DEFINITIONS. For purposes of this chapter the following terms are defined:

1. “Cleanup” means actions necessary to contain, collect, control, identify,
analyze, clean up, treat, disperse, remove, or dispose of a hazardous substance.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 455B.381[1])

2. “Hazardous condition” means any situation involving the actual, imminent, or
probable spillage, leakage, or release of a hazardous substance onto the land, into a
water of the State, or into the atmosphere which creates an immediate or potential
danger to the public health or safety or to the environment.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 455B.381[4])

3. “Hazardous substance” means any substance or mixture of substances that
presents a danger to the public health or safety and includes, but is not limited to, a
substance that is toxic, corrosive, or flammable, or that is an irritant or that generates
pressure through decomposition, heat, or other means. “Hazardous substance” may
include any hazardous waste identified or listed by the administrator of the United
States Environmental Protection Agency under the Solid Waste Disposal Act as
amended by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, or any toxic
pollutant listed under Section 307 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act as
amended to January 1, 1977, or any hazardous substance designated under Section 311
of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act as amended to January 1, 1977, or any
hazardous material designated by the Secretary of Transportation under the Hazardous
Materials Transportation Act.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 455B.381[5])

4. “Responsible person” means a person who at any time produces, handles,
stores, uses, transports, refines, or disposes of a hazardous substance, the release of
which creates a hazardous condition, including bailees, carriers, and any other person
in control of a hazardous substance when a hazardous condition occurs, whether the
person owns the hazardous substance or is operating under a lease, contract, or other
agreement with the legal owner of the hazardous substance.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 455B.381[7])

36.03 CLEANUP REQUIRED. Whenever a hazardous condition is created by the deposit,

injection, dumping, spilling, leaking, or placing of a hazardous substance, so that the hazardous
substance or a constituent of the hazardous substance may enter the environment or be emitted
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into the air or discharged into any waters, including ground waters, the responsible person shall
cause the condition to be remedied by a cleanup, as defined in the preceding section, as rapidly
as feasible to an acceptable, safe condition. The costs of cleanup shall be borne by the
responsible person. Ifthe responsible person does not cause the cleanup to begin in a reasonable
time in relation to the hazard and circumstances of the incident, the City may, by an authorized
officer, give reasonable notice, based on the character of the hazardous condition, said notice
setting a deadline for accomplishing the cleanup and stating that the City will proceed to procure
cleanup services and bill the responsible person for all costs associated with the cleanup if the
cleanup is not accomplished within the deadline. In the event that it is determined that
immediate cleanup is necessary as a result of the present danger to the public health, safety, and
welfare, then no notice shall be required and the City may proceed to procure the cleanup and
bill the responsible person for all costs associated with the cleanup. If the bill for those services
is not paid within 30 days, the City Attorney shall proceed to obtain payment by all legal means.
If the cost of the cleanup is beyond the capacity of the City to finance it, the authorized officer
shall report to the Council and immediately seek any State or federal funds available for said
cleanup.

36.04 LIABILITY FOR CLEANUP COSTS. The responsible person shall be strictly liable
to the City for all of the following:

1. The reasonable cleanup costs incurred by the City or the agents of the City as a
result of the failure of the responsible person to clean up a hazardous substance involved
in a hazardous condition.

2. The reasonable costs incurred by the City or the agents of the City to evacuate
people from the area threatened by a hazardous condition caused by the person.

3. The reasonable damages to the City for the injury to, destruction of, or loss of
City property, including parks and roads, resulting from a hazardous condition caused
by that person, including the costs of assessing the injury, destruction, or loss.

4. The excessive and extraordinary cost incurred by the City or the agents of the
City in responding at and to the scene of a hazardous condition caused by that person.

36.05 NOTIFICATIONS.

1. A person manufacturing, storing, handling, transporting, or disposing of a
hazardous substance shall notify the State Department of Natural Resources and the
County Sheriff's Department and the County Emergency Management Agency of the
occurrence of a hazardous condition as soon as possible but not later than six hours after
the onset of the hazardous condition or discovery of the hazardous condition.

2. Any other person who discovers a hazardous condition shall notify the County
Sheriff's Department, which shall then notify the Department of Natural Resources and
the Emergency Management Agency.

36.06 POLICE AUTHORITY. If the circumstances reasonably so require, the law
enforcement officer or an authorized representative may:

1. Evacuate persons from their homes to areas away from the site of a hazardous
condition, and

2. Establish perimeters or other boundaries at or near the site of a hazardous
condition and limit access to cleanup personnel.

No person shall disobey an order of any law enforcement officer issued under this section.
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36.07 CITY LIABILITY. The City shall not be liable to any person for claims of damages,
injuries, or losses resulting from any hazardous condition caused by another person having

control over a hazardous substance, or from the enforcement-or lack of enforcement-of this
chapter by the City.
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CHAPTER 37

EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE

37.01 Purpose 37.06 Worker’s Compensation and Liability Insurance
37.02 Service Established 37.07 Providing Service Outside the Corporate Limits
37.03 Organization 37.08 Fees Established

37.04 Compensation 37.09 Calculation of Fees

37.05 Employment Status 37.10 Payment of Fees

37.01 PURPOSE. The purpose of this chapter is to provide for emergency ambulance service
to preserve and protect the health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

37.02 SERVICE ESTABLISHED. There is hereby established an ambulance service owned
and operated by the City and known as the Underwood Volunteer Ambulance Service.

37.03 ORGANIZATION. The Ambulance Service shall be under the general supervision of
the Council. The Ambulance Director shall exercise complete authority under direction of the
Council to ensure that the service is operated in accordance with high standards and meets all
requirements of the State and the Federal government. Personnel for the Ambulance Service
shall be made up of a group of volunteers who are qualified and have met the minimum
education and training requirements. The volunteers, in cooperation with the Council, shall
adopt a constitution and by-laws as deemed necessary to provide for the good operation and
coordination of the Service. The constitution and by-laws shall be approved by the Council.

37.04 COMPENSATION. Compensation for volunteer attendants of the Ambulance Service
shall be set by resolution of the Council. Compensation shall be paid only for the actual time
spent making ambulance runs. In addition, the City shall reimburse volunteer members for the
following:

1. Actual expenses incurred during an ambulance run for food, lodging, and
vehicle maintenance.

2. Training expenses incurred to meet minimum requirements for serving as an
attendant on the Ambulance Service, including mileage to and from training sessions
held outside of the City.

3. Clothing and other personal articles damaged while on a run with the
Ambulance Service.

37.05 EMPLOYMENT STATUS. Members of the Ambulance Service shall be considered
to be employees of the City while in the performance of all duties and services reasonably
connected with the operation of the Ambulance Service, for the purpose of the application of
worker’s compensation statutes and for the purpose of the application of liability insurance
coverage.

37.06 WORKER’S COMPENSATION AND LIABILITY INSURANCE. The City shall
purchase sufficient insurance to cover all personnel providing ambulance service under the
worker’s compensation statutes of the State and shall purchase sufficient insurance to protect
the City against loss from damages or public liability resulting from the operation of the
Ambulance Service. The amount of such insurance shall be determined by the Council.
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37.07 PROVIDING SERVICE OUTSIDE THE CORPORATE LIMITS. The
Ambulance Service is authorized to respond to calls outside the corporate limits of the City and
provide mutual aid to other ambulance services as required by agreements with other services.
The Ambulance Service is authorized to transport patients to such locations as may be necessary
in each individual circumstance.

37.08 FEES ESTABLISHED. The fees for the use of the Ambulance Service and reasonably
related emergency services furnished within or outside the City shall be established by
resolution of the Council. They shall be adequate to cover all of the operating costs of the
service except the replacement of vehicles.

37.09 CALCULATION OF FEES. The Ambulance Service shall calculate and render bills
for ambulance service and all reasonably related services rendered pursuant to the schedule of
fees fixed by the Council.

37.10 PAYMENT OF FEES. All ambulance service fees and fees and charges for
reasonably related emergency services shall be due and payable upon presentation of a statement
for said fees and charges to the user and/or recipient of the service, and shall be paid to the
Clerk. Actions for collection of fees and charges shall be brought in the name of the City, after
authorization of commencement of action by the Council, in the same manner as other actions
at law.

[The next page is 185]
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40.01 Assault 40.04 Unlawful Assembly
40.02 Harassment 40.05 Failure to Disperse
40.03 Disorderly Conduct

40.01 ASSAULT. No person shall, without justification, commit any of the following:

1. Pain or Injury. Any act that is intended to cause pain or injury to another or
that is intended to result in physical contact that will be insulting or offensive to another,
coupled with the apparent ability to execute the act.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 708.1[1])

2. Threat of Pain or Injury. Any act that is intended to place another in fear of
immediate physical contact which will be painful, injurious, insulting, or offensive,
coupled with the apparent ability to execute the act.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 708.1[2])

An act described in Subsections 1 and 2 shall not be an assault under the following
circumstances: (i) if the person doing any of the enumerated acts, and such other person, are
voluntary participants in a sport, social or other activity, not in itself criminal, and such act is a
reasonably foreseeable incident of such sport or activity, and does not create an unreasonable
risk of serious injury or breach of the peace; (ii) if the person doing any of the enumerated acts
is employed by a school district or accredited nonpublic school, or is an area education agency
staff member who provides services to a school or school district, and intervenes in a fight or
physical struggle or other disruptive situation that takes place in the presence of the employee
or staff member performing employment duties in a school building, on school grounds, or at
an official school function, regardless of the location, whether the fight or physical struggle or
other disruptive situation is between students or other individuals, if the degree and the force of
the intervention is reasonably necessary to restore order and to protect the safety of those
assembled.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 708.1)

40.02 HARASSMENT. No person shall commit harassment.

1. A person commits harassment when, with intent to intimidate, annoy, or alarm
another person, the person does any of the following:

A. Communicates with another by telephone, telegraph, writing, or via
electronic communication without legitimate purpose and in a manner likely to
cause the other person annoyance or harm.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 708.7)

B. Places any simulated explosive or simulated incendiary device in or
near any building, vehicle, airplane, railroad engine or railroad car, or boat
occupied by the other person.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 708.7)
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C. Orders merchandise or services in the name of another, or to be
delivered to another, without such other person’s knowledge or consent.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 708.7)

D. Reports or causes to be reported false information to a law enforcement
authority implicating another in some criminal activity, knowing that the
information is false, or reports the alleged occurrence of a criminal act, knowing
the same did not occur.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 708.7)

2. A person commits harassment when the person, purposefully and without
legitimate purpose, has personal contact with another person, with the intent to threaten,
intimidate or alarm that other person. As used in this section, unless the context
otherwise requires, “personal contact” means an encounter in which two or more people
are in visual or physical proximity to each other. “Personal contact” does not require a
physical touching or oral communication, although it may include these types of
contacts.

40.03 DISORDERLY CONDUCT. No person shall do any of the following:

1. Fighting. Engage in fighting or violent behavior in any public place or in or
near any lawful assembly of persons, provided that participants in athletic contests may
engage in such conduct that is reasonably related to that sport.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.4[1])

2. Noise. Make loud and raucous noise in the vicinity of any residence or public
building which causes unreasonable distress to the occupants thereof.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.4[2])

3. Abusive Language. Direct abusive epithets or make any threatening gesture
that the person knows or reasonably should know is likely to provoke a violent reaction
by another.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.4[3])

4. Disrupt Lawful Assembly. Without lawful authority or color of authority,
disturb any lawful assembly or meeting of persons by conduct intended to disrupt the
meeting or assembly.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.4[4])

5. False Report of Catastrophe. By words or action, initiate or circulate a report
or warning of fire, epidemic, or other catastrophe, knowing such report to be false or
such warning to be baseless.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.4[5])

6. Disrespect of Flag. Knowingly and publicly use the flag of the United States
in such a manner as to show disrespect for the flag as a symbol of the United States,
with the intent or reasonable expectation that such use will provoke or encourage
another to commit trespass or assault. As used in this subsection:

(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.4[6])

A. “Deface” means to intentionally mar the external appearance.
B. “Defile” means to intentionally make physically unclean.
C. “Flag” means a piece of woven cloth or other material designed to be

flown from a pole or mast.
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D. “Mutilate” means to intentionally cut up or alter so as to make
imperfect.

E. “Show disrespect” means to deface, defile, mutilate, or trample.

F. “Trample” means to intentionally tread upon or intentionally cause a

machine, vehicle, or animal to tread upon.

7. Obstruct Use of Street. Without authority or justification, obstruct any street,
sidewalk, highway, or other public way, with the intent to prevent or hinder its lawful
use by others.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.4[7])

8. Funeral or Memorial Service. Within 1,000 feet of the building or other
location where a funeral or memorial service is being conducted, or within 1,000 feet
of a funeral procession or burial:

A. Make loud and raucous noise that causes unreasonable distress to the
persons attending the funeral or memorial service or participating in the funeral
procession.

B. Direct abusive epithets or make any threatening gesture that the person
knows or reasonably should know is likely to provoke a violent reaction by
another.

C. Disturb or disrupt the funeral, memorial service, funeral procession, or
burial by conduct intended to disturb or disrupt the funeral, memorial service,
funeral procession, or burial.

This subsection applies to conduct within 60 minutes preceding, during, and within 60
minutes after a funeral, memorial service, funeral procession, or burial.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.5)

40.04 UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY. It is unlawful for three or more persons to assemble
together, with them or any of them acting in a violent manner, and with intent that they or any
of them will commit a public offense. No person shall willingly join in or remain part of an
unlawful assembly, knowing or having reasonable grounds to believe it is such.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.2)

40.05 FAILURE TO DISPERSE. A peace officer may order the participants in a riot or
unlawful assembly or persons in the immediate vicinity of a riot or unlawful assembly to
disperse. No person within hearing distance of such command shall refuse to obey.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 723.3)
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY

41.01 Distributing Dangerous Substances 41.08 Abandoned or Unattended Refrigerators
41.02 False Reports to or Communications with Public 41.09 Antenna and Radio Wires
Safety Entities 41.10 Barbed Wire and Electric Fences
41.03 Providing False Identification Information 41.11 Discharging Weapons
41.04 Refusing to Assist Officer 41.12 Throwing and Shooting
41.05 Harassment of Public Officers and Employees 41.13 Urinating and Defecating
41.06 Interference with Official Acts 41.14 Fireworks
41.07 Removal of an Officer’s Communication or 41.15 Drug Paraphernalia

Control Device

41.01 DISTRIBUTING DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES. No person shall distribute
samples of any drugs or medicine, or any corrosive, caustic, poisonous or other injurious
substance unless the person delivers such into the hands of a competent person, or otherwise
takes reasonable precautions that the substance will not be taken by children or animals from
the place where the substance is deposited.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 727.1)

41.02 FALSE REPORTS TO OR COMMUNICATIONS WITH PUBLIC SAFETY
ENTITIES. No person shall do any of the following:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 718.6)

1. Report or cause to be reported false information to a fire department, a law
enforcement authority, or other public safety entity, knowing that the information is
false, or report the alleged occurrence of a criminal act knowing the act did not occur.

2. Telephone an emergency 911 communications center, knowing that he or she
is not reporting an emergency or otherwise needing emergency information or
assistance.

3. Knowingly provide false information to a law enforcement officer who enters
the information on a citation.

41.03 PROVIDING FALSE IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION. No person shall
knowingly provide false identification information to anyone known by the person to be a peace
officer, emergency medical care provider, or firefighter, whether paid or volunteer, in the
performance of any act that is within the scope of the lawful duty or authority of that officer,
emergency medical care provider, or firefighter.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 719.14)

41.04 REFUSING TO ASSIST OFFICER. Any person who is requested or ordered by any
magistrate or peace officer to render the magistrate or officer assistance in making or attempting
to make an arrest, or to prevent the commission of any criminal act, shall render assistance as
required. No person shall unreasonably and without lawful cause, refuse or neglect to render
assistance when so requested.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 719.2)
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41.05 HARASSMENT OF PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. No person shall
willfully prevent or attempt to prevent any public officer or employee from performing the
officer’s or employee’s duty.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 718.4)

41.06 INTERFERENCE WITH OFFICIAL ACTS. No person shall knowingly resist or
obstruct anyone known by the person to be a peace officer, jailer, emergency medical care
provider under Chapter 147A of the Code of lowa, or firefighter, whether paid or volunteer, or
a person performing bailiff duties pursuant to Section 602.1303[4] of the Code of lowa, in the
performance of any act that is within the scope of the lawful duty or authority of that officer,
jailer, emergency medical care provider, or firefighter, or person performing bailiff duties, or
shall knowingly resist or obstruct the service or execution by any authorized person of any civil
or criminal process or order of any court. The terms “resist” and “obstruct” as used in this
section do not include verbal harassment unless the verbal harassment is accompanied by a
present ability and apparent intention to execute a verbal threat physically.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 719.1)

41.07 REMOVAL OF AN OFFICER’S COMMUNICATION OR CONTROL DEVICE.
No person shall knowingly or intentionally remove or attempt to remove a communication
device or any device used for control from the possession of a peace officer or correctional
officer, when the officer is in the performance of any act which is within the scope of the lawful
duty or authority of that officer and the person knew or should have known the individual to be
an officer.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 708.12)

41.08 ABANDONED OR UNATTENDED REFRIGERATORS. No person shall abandon

or otherwise leave unattended any refrigerator, ice box, or similar container, with doors that

may become locked, outside of buildings and accessible to children, nor shall any person allow

any such refrigerator, ice box, or similar container, to remain outside of buildings on premises

in the person’s possession or control, abandoned or unattended and so accessible to children.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 727.3)

41.09 ANTENNA AND RADIO WIRES. It is unlawful for a person to allow antenna wires,

antenna supports, radio wires, or television wires to exist over any street, alley, highway,

sidewalk, public way, public ground, or public building without written consent of the Council.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.12[2])

41.10 BARBED WIRE AND ELECTRIC FENCES. It is unlawful for a person to use
barbed wire or electric fences to enclose land within the City limits without the written consent
of the Council unless such land consists of 10 acres or more and is used as agricultural land.

41.11 DISCHARGING WEAPONS.

1. It is unlawful for a person to discharge rifles, shotguns, revolvers, pistols, guns,
or other firearms of any kind within the City limits except by written consent of the
Council.

2. No person shall intentionally discharge a firearm in a reckless manner.

41.12 THROWING AND SHOOTING. It is unlawful for a person to throw stones, bricks,
or missiles of any kind or to shoot arrows, paintballs, rubber guns, slingshots, air rifles, BB
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guns, or other dangerous instruments or toys on or into any street, alley, highway, sidewalk,
public way, public ground, or public building, without written consent of the Council.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 364.12[2])

41.13 URINATING AND DEFECATING. It is unlawful for any person to urinate or
defecate onto any sidewalk, street, alley, or other public way, or onto any public or private
building, including but not limited to the wall, floor, hallway, steps, stairway, doorway, or
window thereof, or onto any public or private land.

41.14 FIREWORKS.

(Code of lowa, Sec. 727.2)

1. Definitions. For purposes of this section:
A. “Consumer fireworks” means the following fireworks, as described in
Chapter 3 of the American Pyrotechnics Association (“APA”) Standard 87-1:
(D First-class consumer fireworks:
a. Acerial shell kits and reloadable tubes;
b. Chasers;
c. Helicopters and aerial spinners;
d. Firecrackers;
e. Mine and shell devices;
f. Missile-type rockets;
g. Roman candles;
h. Sky rockets and bottle rockets;
1. Multiple tube devices under this paragraph which are
manufactured in accordance with APA Standard 87-1, Section
3.5.
2) Second-class consumer fireworks:

a. Cone fountains;

b. Cylindrical fountains;

C. Flitter sparklers;

d. Ground and hand-held sparkling devices, including

multiple tube ground and hand-held sparkling devices that are
manufactured in accordance with APA Standard 87-1, Section
3.5;

e. Ground spinners;

f. [lluminating torches;

g. Toy smoke devices that are not classified as novelties
pursuant to APA Standard 87-1, Section 3.2;

h. Wheels;
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1. Wire or dipped sparklers that are not classified as
novelties pursuant to APA Standard 87-1, Section 3.2.

B. “Display fireworks” includes any explosive composition, or
combination of explosive substances, or article prepared for the purpose of
producing a visible or audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration, or
detonation, and includes fireworks containing any explosive or flammable
compound, or other device containing any explosive substance. “Display
fireworks” does not include novelties or consumer fireworks enumerated in
Chapter 3 of the APA Standard 87-1.

C. “Novelties” includes all novelties enumerated in Chapter 3 of the APA
Standard 87-1, and that comply with the labeling regulations promulgated by
the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission.

2. Display Fireworks. It is unlawful for any person to use or explode any display
fireworks; provided, the City Council may, upon application in writing, grant a permit
for the display of display fireworks by municipalities, fair associations, amusement
parks, and other organizations or groups of individuals approved by the City when the
display fireworks will be handled by a competent operator, but no such permit shall be
required for the display of display fireworks at the lowa State Fairgrounds by the lowa
State Fair Board, at incorporated county fairs, or at district fairs receiving State aid..
No permit shall be granted hereunder unless the operator or sponsoring organization
has filed with the City evidence of insurance in the following amounts:

A. Personal Injury:............. $250,000.00 per person
B. Property Damage: ......... $50,000.00
C. Total Exposure:............. $1,000,000.00
3. Consumer Fireworks.
A. It is unlawful for any person to use or explode consumer fireworks on

days other than June 1 through July 8 and December 10 through January 3 of
each year, all dates inclusive.

B. It is unlawful for any person to use or explode consumer fireworks at
times other than between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., except that on
the following dates consumer fireworks shall not be used at times other than
between the hours specified:

(D) Between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on July 4 and
the Saturdays and Sundays immediately preceding and following July 4.

2) Between the hours of 9:00 a.m. on December 31 and 12:30
a.m. on the immediately following day.

3) Between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. on the
Saturdays and Sundays immediately preceding and following
December 31.

C. It is unlawful for any person to use consumer fireworks on real property
other than that person’s real property or on the real property of a person who
has consented to the use of consumer fireworks on that property.
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41.15 DRUG PARAPHERNALIA.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 124.414)

1. As used in this section “drug paraphernalia” means all equipment, products or
materials of any kind used or attempted to be used in combination with a controlled
substance, except those items used in combination with the lawful use of a controlled
substance, to knowingly or intentionally and primarily do any of the following:

A. Manufacture a controlled substance.

B. Inject, ingest, inhale, or otherwise introduce into the human body a
controlled substance.

C. Test the strength, effectiveness, or purity of a controlled substance.

D. Enhance the effect of a controlled substance.

Drug paraphernalia does not include hypodermic needles or syringes if manufactured,
delivered, sold, or possessed for a lawful purpose.

2. It is unlawful for any person to knowingly or intentionally manufacture, deliver,
sell, or possess drug paraphernalia.
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PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROPERTY

42.01 Trespassing 42.05 Fraud

42.02 Criminal Mischief 42.06 Theft

42.03 Defacing Proclamations or Notices 42.07 Disorderly House

42.04 Unauthorized Entry 42.08 Other Public Property Offenses

42.01 TRESPASSING.

1. Prohibited. It is unlawful for a person to knowingly trespass upon the property
of another.
(Code of lowa, Sec. 716.8)

2. Definitions. For purposes of this section:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 716.7[1])

A. “Property” includes any land, dwelling, building, conveyance, vehicle,
or other temporary or permanent structure, whether publicly or privately
owned.

B. “Public utility” is a public utility as defined in Section 476.1 of the
Code of lowa or an electric transmission line as provided in Chapter 478 of the
Code of lowa.

C. “Public utility property” means any land, dwelling, building,

conveyance, vehicle, or other temporary or permanent structure owned, leased,
or operated by a public utility and that is completely enclosed by a physical
barrier of any kind.

D. “Railway corporation” means a corporation, company, Or person
owning, leasing, or operating any railroad in whole or in part within this State.

E. “Railway property” means all tangible real and personal property
owned, leased, or operated by a railway corporation, with the exception of any
administrative building or offices of the railway corporation.

F. “Trespass” means one or more of the following acts:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 716.7[2a])
(D Entering upon or in property without the express permission of

the owner, lessee, or person in lawful possession with the intent to
commit a public offense or to use, remove therefrom, alter, damage,
harass, or place thereon or therein anything animate or inanimate.

2) Entering or remaining upon or in property without justification
after being notified or requested to abstain from entering or to remove
or vacate therefrom by the owner, lessee, or person in lawful
possession, or the agent or employee of the owner, lessee, or person in
lawful possession, or by any peace officer, magistrate, or public
employee whose duty it is to supervise the use or maintenance of the

property.
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3) Entering upon or in property for the purpose or with the effect
of unduly interfering with the lawful use of the property by others.

@) Being upon or in property and wrongfully using, removing
therefrom, altering, damaging, harassing, or placing thereon or therein
anything animate or inanimate, without the implied or actual
permission of the owner, lessee, or person in lawful possession.

®)] Entering or remaining upon or in railway property without
lawful authority or without the consent of the railway corporation
which owns, leases, or operates the railway property. This paragraph
does not apply to passage over a railroad right-of-way, other than a
track, railroad roadbed, viaduct, bridge, trestle, or railroad yard, by an
unarmed person if the person has not been notified or requested to
abstain from entering onto the right-of-way or to vacate the right-of-
way and the passage over the right-of-way does not interfere with the
operation of the railroad.

(6) Entering or remaining upon or in public utility property
without lawful authority or without the consent of the public utility that
owns, leases, or operates the public utility property. This paragraph
does not apply to passage over public utility right-of-way by a person
if the person has not been notified or requested by posted signage or
other means to abstain from entering onto the right-of-way or to vacate
the right-of-way.

3. Specific Exceptions. “Trespass” does not mean either of the following:
(Code of lowa, Sec. 716.7[2b])
A. Entering upon the property of another for the sole purpose of retrieving

personal property which has accidentally or inadvertently been thrown, fallen,
strayed, or blown ont